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New Jersey approved ATF in the House of 
Assembly on November 19, 1789, and in the 
Council on November 20, 1789

New Jersey ratified Article the First and Articles Three 
through Twelve. It did not ratify Article the Second 
concerning congressional compensation.

The key concluding language appears on Page 5:
“be and the same are hereby ratified and adopted by the 
State of New Jersey.”
This is especially valuable because the New Jersey State 
Archives provides both images of the original six-page Act 
and a complete transcription. New Jersey was the first 
state to act on the twelve proposed Articles, and it 
unquestionably ratified Article the First.

New Jersey’s ratification proof is contained across two 
pages of its Act:

Original Page 2 — Article the First



This page reproduces the complete wording of “Article the 
first.” 
https://nj.gov/state/archives/assets/images-26/treasures/
usconstitution/amendments/billrightsratpg2lg.gif 

Original Page 5 — Ratification and adoption

https://nj.gov/state/archives/assets/images-26/treasures/usconstitution/amendments/billrightsratpg2lg.gif
https://nj.gov/state/archives/assets/images-26/treasures/usconstitution/amendments/billrightsratpg2lg.gif


This page concludes that the listed Articles:
“be and the same are hereby ratified and adopted by the 
State of New Jersey.”
Original Page 5 — Ratification and adoption https://nj.gov/
state/archives/assets/images-26/treasures/usconstitution/
amendments/billrightsratpg5lg.gif 

https://nj.gov/state/archives/assets/images-26/treasures/usconstitution/amendments/billrightsratpg5lg.gif
https://nj.gov/state/archives/assets/images-26/treasures/usconstitution/amendments/billrightsratpg5lg.gif
https://nj.gov/state/archives/assets/images-26/treasures/usconstitution/amendments/billrightsratpg5lg.gif
https://nj.gov/state/archives/assets/images-26/treasures/usconstitution/amendments/billrightsratpg5lg.gif


Original Page 6 — Legislative passage record

This records passage by the House of Assembly on 
November 19 and the Council on November 20, 1789.
https://nj.gov/state/archives/assets/images-26/treasures/
usconstitution/amendments/billrightsratpg6lg.gif 

https://nj.gov/state/archives/assets/images-26/treasures/usconstitution/amendments/billrightsratpg6lg.gif
https://nj.gov/state/archives/assets/images-26/treasures/usconstitution/amendments/billrightsratpg6lg.gif


Pages 2 and 5 belong together as the Article the First 
ratification evidence: Page 2 identifies Article the First; 
Page 5 formally ratifies and adopts the Articles listed in 
the Act. Article the Second is deliberately absent, 
confirming that New Jersey ratified Articles One and 
Three through Twelve.

Here is the link to the Official Site of the State of New 
Jersey
https://nj.gov/state/archives/documentary-treasures-us-
constitution-amendments.shtml#bor

https://nj.gov/state/archives/documentary-treasures-us-constitution-amendments.shtml#bor
https://nj.gov/state/archives/documentary-treasures-us-constitution-amendments.shtml#bor

