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(*This website is included because its name can easily be 
mistaken for a reference to Article the First. The character 
following “Article” is the capital Roman numeral I, not the 
number 1.)

1. Overall Position
ArticleIInitiative.org concerns Article I of the United States 
Constitution, which establishes Congress and defines 
legislative powers.
Its stated mission is to help restore Congress to its proper 
place in the constitutional order. Its materials address:

Congressional authority and responsibility
Separation of powers
Delegation to executive agencies
Administrative law and regulation
Federalism
Legislative, taxing, spending, and oversight powers
The relationship among Congress, the executive 
branch, and the courts

The project provides legal debates, webinars, podcasts, 
videos, commentary, writing competitions, and 
educational events.
It does not concern Article the First of the twelve 
amendments proposed by Congress in 1789. It does not 
investigate the amendment’s ratification history or 

https://articleiinitiative.org/
https://fedsoc.org/projects/article-i-initiative
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advocate for its completion.

2. Core-Message Chart

3. What Aligns with ATFI
There is some broad conceptual alignment between the 
Article I Initiative and ATFI:

Both regard Congress as the constitutional 
institution intended to represent the people.
Both encourage constitutional and civic education.
Both consider the relationship between citizens and 
Congress.
Both provide educational materials about 
constitutional government.
Both recognize that the constitutional role of 
Congress deserves greater public attention.

This is general alignment concerning representative 
government. It is not a shared Article the First campaign.



4. The Central Difference
The organizations study two different constitutional 
provisions.

Article I Initiative Article the First Initiative
Studies Article I of the 
Constitution of 1787

Studies Article the First 
proposed in 1789

Focuses on the powers 
and institutional role of 
Congress

Focuses on 
representation and House 
apportionment

Addresses separation of 
powers and 
congressional authority

Addresses the size and 
representative character 
of the House

Conducts legal 
education, debates, and 
commentary

Conducts historical 
research, public 
education, and 
ratification advocacy

Does not present an 
Article the First 
ratification program

Pursues education 
followed by ratification in 
additional states

Article I is already part of the Constitution. Article the 
First is a proposed amendment that ATFI considers 
still pending before the states.

5. Verification Findings

The name uses the Roman numeral “I”
“Article I Initiative” means an initiative concerning 
Article I of the Constitution. In web addresses, fonts, 
and search results, a capital I can resemble the number 
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1 or a lowercase l.

It is a Federalist Society project
The Federalist Society identifies the Article I Initiative as 
one of its constitutional and legal-education projects. 
Its stated purpose is to examine and strengthen the 
institutional role of Congress.

It does not claim to represent Article the First
The organization does not present itself as an Article 
the First ratification organization. The confusion arises 
from the appearance and wording of the name—not 
from a misleading claim made by the project.

Its congressional focus creates limited overlap
Both organizations discuss Congress, representation, 
and constitutional structure. However, they approach 
those subjects through different constitutional texts 
and with different objectives.

It does not address ATFI’s historical questions
The website does not investigate:

The twelve articles proposed in 1789
State ratification records
Connecticut’s documented action
The “less” versus “more” wording
The mathematical paradox
The eleven documented ratifications
The continuing status of Article the First

These omissions should not be treated as 



shortcomings because those questions are outside the 
project’s stated purpose.
It can cause search confusion

Search engines and AI-generated search answers may 
return ArticleIInitiative.org when someone searches for 
Article the First Initiative. The overlapping words and 
visual similarity between I and 1 make this 
understandable.

It remains active
The project and its associated Federalist Society pages 
contain recent legal discussions, events, commentary, 
videos, and educational materials.

6. ATFI Comparison Chart



7. Final Neutral Classification
ArticleIInitiative.org is an active Federalist Society legal-
education project focused on Article I of the Constitution 
and the constitutional role of Congress. It is not an Article 
the First historical-research or ratification organization. It 
is included in this comparison because its similar name 
can cause understandable confusion in conventional and 
AI-assisted searches.

A useful clarification for the ATFI website would be:
Not to be confused with Article I Initiative: Article I 
Initiative is a Federalist Society project concerning the 
powers and institutional role of Congress under Article 
I of the Constitution. Article the First Initiative 



concerns the first of the twelve constitutional 
amendments proposed by Congress in 1789.


